
TALES OF THE WEST COUNTRY AT WAR
SHORT
Now in its sixth highly successful year the MoE rejoices in humour born of unfailing cheerfulness in the face of adversity. The Tales from the West Country at War plays – written from true WW2 stories: Family Oral Histories collected by the company in workshop sessions – carry that intangible quality of truth and take a glimpse into the lives of ordinary people during extraordinary times. Each production is performed with songs and music from the era and are suitable for all ages.
KEEP SMILING THROUGH
Alice Gerrish and Jack Hobbs are next-door neighbours helping each other out in a war-torn city. Whether they are playing cards in the Anderson or putting out incendiaries they insist on looking on the bright side.  
Doodlebugs & Bogeymen
Jean and Brian Milton, two evacuees from London, are living with Mr. and Mrs. Brimble on their West Country farm. These children are two of the lucky ones who, whilst missing home, are also having the time of their lives!
Yes, We  Have NO BANANAS
Doreen and her Dad, Sidney, are running a local grocery store in a seaside town on the South Coast. In the run-up to D-Day customers come and go, the Yanks are in town, the A.R.P. post is busy and there is plenty of gossip.
LONG
Keep Smiling Through
Written by Joe Hobbs and Kate McNab
Musical Director Kit Morgan
Performed by Kate McNab and Ross Harvey
Alice Gerrish prepares herself for a morning of queueing while, next door, 
Mr. Hobbs prepares to do a shift of ‘private’ business before starting work
at B.A.C…..ooops….careless talk costs lives.  
Two neighbours help each other out and cheer each other up through 
Britain’s darkest hour.  Tales fondly told over the garden fence, 
sheltering in the Anderson and gossiping on street corners.  All interspersed 
with magical songs from the era
“An evocative, funny and, at times, moving glance at the humour and quiet heroism that bound ordinary people together in adversity, hugely appreciated by a capacity audience.”  Bristol Old Vic.  The Stage Review.
Doodlebugs And Bogeymen
Written by Joe Hobbs
Musical Director Kit Morgan
Performed by Kate McNab and Ross Harvey
Doodlebugs and Bogeymen takes a fond look at the lives of Jen and Brian Milton, 
two evacuees from London,  who are billeted with Mr. and Mrs. Brimble on their 
West Country farm
All set to music from the era and written from stories.  A thoroughly entertaining show
for the whole family
“Hilarious, moving.”  The Stage.  “Mixing  comic anecdotes and magical musical interludes, this talented duo impressed us with their endless energy.” Bristol Old Vic.   Bristol Evening Post
Yes, We Have No Bananas
Written by Joe Hobbs
Musical Director Kit Morgan
Performed by Kate McNab and Ross Harvey
A  light-hearted glimpse of everyday life in a seaside on the south coast during the 
build-up to D-Day.  Doreen and her Dad, Sidney, run a local grocery store in Weymouth.  
Tales from both sides of the counter, the lovely new barmaid at The Brownlow and 
The Home Guard on Furzy Cliffs
Including, of course, a backdrop of the wonderful songs and music of the era 
sung live by the cast
“…they seized their comic opportunities with easy assurance… 
 they also explored the human issues…they did everything outstandingly well.’
( Brewhouse, Taunton Times0

